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Chicago Newspapers Join Fight Against AI’s Theft of Local News

CHICAGQO - Inside Publications and its three print newspapers distributed on Chicago’s North Side
have joined the fight against “artificial intelligence” (or “AI”) service developers and operators who
have stolen content and expertise from local news sources.

In the article “Why this newspaper may be killed off,” Publisher Ron Roenigk shared with readers
how unauthorized AT use of content destroys journalism businesses and livelihoods while making
others wealthy.

“It’s no longer a future threat,” Roenigk wrote. “These things are happening right now.”

The Large Language Models — or “LLMs” — that power contemporary Al interfaces are all
seemingly built on stolen content, Roenigk noted. And the companies running this technology are
not only launching their own competing products based on stolen content, they’re selling the ability
to do this to others, too.

This means a newspaper’s own labor and content is being used against it by competitors, while the
local news source gets nothing, Roenigk said. “We are all victims of larcenous Al and the people
behind it.”

The print article decrying Al theft of local news appeared in the May 31, 2023, editions of the
Skyline, Inside-Booster and News-Star print newspapers, which are newspapers of record
distributed across Chicago’s North Side lakeshore neighborhoods from the Loop to the city’s north
border.

The article references and calls to a May 24, 2023, Letter from the Editor titled “Why I’ll Quit
Publishing the McKinley Park News,” authored by McKinley Park News Publisher Justin Kerr.

In it, Kerr calls for other news publishers to join together, and for journalism associations,
institutions and others to place a moratorium on Al built on content and expertise stolen from
others.

“We are extremely grateful for the support of Inside Publications in this fight against those who are
stealing from and destroying our local news businesses,” Kerr said.

The Illinois Press Association noted its concern about unauthorized Al use of content in a statement
from President and CEO Don Craven.

“The press association will continue to work with newspapers across the state to put them in the
best position possible to protect their editorial content and to protect their copyright interests,”
Craven said.



“Community newspapers represent the heart and soul of communities,” he said. “An algorithm will
never be able to capture that understanding.”

“This is a greed-powered, unsustainable, technology industry gold rush that cares nothing for local
news,” Kerr said. “It will result in the full elimination of the already-distressed local news industry.”

“It is literally an existential threat to media across the globe,” Roenigk wrote. “If Al is allowed to
steal from us, Al will destroy us, including things we value and rely upon like local news.”

Both Inside Publications and the McKinley Park News are members of the Chicago Independent
Media Alliance (CIMA), a coalition of nearly 60 independent media outlets in the Chicago area.

“The Illinois Press Association applauds the McKinley Park News and Inside Publications in their
efforts to protect their newspapers, their editorial content and their connections to communities
from the challenges presented by Al,” Craven said.
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About Inside Publications

Inside Publications is the last family owned and operated newspaper publisher serving the North
Side communities of Chicago through its Skyline, Inside-Booster and News-Star print newspapers,
which provide free weekly editions as the newspaper of record. More information is available on its

website at https://www.insideonline.com

About the McKinley Park News

The McKinley Park News is a micro-local online publication covering Chicago’s McKinley Park
neighborhood from its website at https://mckinleypark.news. Its features include original news
reporting, a comprehensive calendar of neighborhood events and an interactive membership and
subscription system.
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Why this newspaper
may be killed off

Well 1's been nice knowing all
of vou, our neaders. The end is
near,

This nevwapaper, and all of your
mews, conienl amd social media
choloss, ane now being preyed
upHLL

Whe've all hesrd the alk abowt
Arificial Inelligence [AL] amd

oomtent right now., And that of
thie Chicage Tribune, Sun-Times,
and New York Times. Even your
Facehaok page. eBay, Shopify,
Squanespace and your child's Tik-
Tok fzed are all being abused by
AL IU's no konger a Tumre thoeat,
these things are heppening right
TEFW,

mrzzma nothing 10 AL 15 allowed 1o
abzal from us.

That's right, “steal” They're
up  conkent  from
medis on your block and around
the globe, kaming from i, and
then repackaging it for ther own
coanmercil wes.

vacuning

You know what may save this

thanks 10 our collesgue
Justin Kerr of the MceKin-
ey Park Mews, we know
that iroubke i3 ned only on
the horizon, it s already
UpHL US,

Kerr published a sory
@ wesk in his newsps-
e explaining,
quit publshing
ney Park Mews.”

Like mamy local com-

Content producers across the globe
are suffering from unauthorized
access and use of their copyrighted
content for training of automation
systems and machine learning
algorithms. That content is being
integrated into large lang uage mod-
els, and other technologies, currently
Jalling under the rubric of “A 1"

newspaper you're nead-
ing might We'ne
anll printfocused.  and
our online news 13 only
provided = a POF fike.
That's nght, what's  old
15 mew again. Paper and
mk & the new ‘hot” And
Al 5 nod happy shoat 1.
Nt one bit. And neither
are Google, Apple. Face-
ook, Microsofl or Arra-
Fom. Beng in print 15 now

newy?

munity  conten  provid-
erd, we provide Inse news cover
ape, reporting, amd community
suppart. We've published tens of
thousands of local news dories
aer the decades on topics usually
covered nowhens ebe, Neighbor
hood news with appzal dat aften
reaches a granular level,

A nevw that dndormetion is be-
g wed 1o destroy our business
madzl. 1’5 Al v s laerally an
exilenial thneat o media sooss
the ghobee, And in's feading on this

We are all Inerally training Al
horw 1o replace what we ourselves
do. Those Big Tech Al applica-
tioas ane sucking up all this infos
mation 247 and kearning, always
keaming and growing smarker on
our elfons,

For us, we've been working
hard 1o buikl this newspaper nto
a “susiainabk” local news busi-
ness an enlerprise that can sup-
port the livelihood of & neighbor-
hood journalsn But all of this

subversive, we'ne going rogue.

{Although there are seweral
starlups Wying 10 sell software
that ateempss 1o make conken ool-
kection Trom PO easier for AL)

This oal
never been 1o track, collect and
aell personal onling data from our
omline neaders.

Content producers across the
zlobe ane suffering from unau-
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Triple shooting Sunday,
Lakeview’s third shooting incident since May 25

BY CWBCHICAGE

Ad recently & May 24, no one
had been shot i Lakeview this
year. Since then, five people have
beenahod meluding three m asin-
ele meident early May 28, All of
the shoatings have occurned just
off a halFmile stretch of Broad-
way. Yel, Chicago police sounces
say there 5 0o known connection
Between the crimes.

Suncay s shooling appeans o
have been a shoosoul between an
unknesym number of people near
the interse cion of Broad waay and
Barry around 1250 am . Of ficers
al the soene skl that one of the
viclims appeanad W be simply
passing by when the shoaing oc-
curred.

Oificially, a Chicago polics
media satement said. “The vie-

s were walking on the side-

walk when shots wene fined.” Mo
arresls have been made.

Heme's what we have karned
Police reponded o repons of
aheds fired in the 600 Black of W,
Barry. just outside Stella's Diner,
and initially discovered two gun-
ahed victims,

Mear a Marmnos  parking
alructlure, & mam who appeansd
1 b dn his mid-208 was el
cally wounded with two guniha
woamds 1o s chest.

A 22year-okl mam with a gun-
shat wound 1o his leg was found
im the 3100 block of N. Broadway.

Crime soane tape marks e shaoling scene autside Stelak Diner an ha

carmer ol Barry and Broadway in Lakeiew

An afficer st the soene said he
was nod cooperating with the in-
wenlig .

M
mem who suffered a gunshot
woaind 10 his back approached of -
ficers ot the soene. He win pass-
g by when the shooting staned,
i in the crossfine.

ents laer, & 32-year-old

Shell casings of different cali-
hers, baseball hati, and a hoadie
limered Barry Ave. Several parked
cars were struck by ballens.

Additional caings and a fine-
arm were found m @ parking ko
nexl ki Mason Marcel, a French
cafe a1 3114 M. Broadway. That's
Jusl a few steps from where the
uncodperative shaading
wai cated.

Asecond gun wins found i an
apanment buikling courtyand in
thiz 600 Block of W, Wellinglon.

viclim

Afier the dust had settled, a
woman  approached  polios 10
repon that her black and white
Sheepadoodle had boled when
the gunfire begam. An officer ra-
dioed that the 65-poaind black and
wihile dog wis sl seen near Bel-
moanl Ave.

O Sunday, this reposter happi-
Iy repaored that the Shee padoad ke
wins found anuind 7 am.

“Her paws are a ik saw
ban she is unharmed amd safe”
beamed the dog owner.

Four nights, three ot ings
Sundays dhooting was the thisd
aince May 25 in Lakeview B
amed Hovyslowm.
William Hair, a 35yearold
Lincoln Park man, was shed amd

SHOOTING see p. 15

The popased Ul pal shop, 2550 N Lincdn Ave.

Community meeting June 1
over Lincoln Ave. pot shop permit

Marilirow. Inc. 13 hosting &
ommunily medmg 6 pam o
B pm. Thussdsy, June 1, an the
Apoll Theater,

2550 M. Linooln Ave., in hopes
of being awarded a special use
permil ke sell necreational pal sl
257381 N. Lincoln Ave.
the UM brand.

uimcler

The meeting will be an in-
person commmunily evenl where
UMIL, the apphcam, will seek
ooarmnily approval for a special
e permil for & cannabs dapen-
sary al the former Salt o' Pepper
[hner location scns from ka-
quil Park.

Grab your seat, patios open,
City to loosen al fresco dining rule

O May 24, Mawor Brandon
Johnson inroduced an ondinance
1o establish & kong-lerm verson
af Chicaga’s Espanded Cudoor
Dining |EQD] program. Chica-
2o’ EODY program expined ot the
end of 2022 after providing sup-
pon 10 hundreds of resaurans
throaghaut e pamdenmuc,

When the ondimance expired.
the cily wenl back & enforcing
e =00 10 rules amed e bations,
eatahlshed in X7 that severely
cul back on space hal coukd be
allocated oward ouklaor dining.

The ardinance miroduced ks
week would creae a bng-lerm
EOD program thal inoomparates
feadback and lessons  leamed
From the pecst thnee years, hatl
saw a massive socktal shifi, ad
culiural change, & cuslomers de-
mancliad mare auldoaer dining op-
Tgms,

The proposed new ruks may
allow  elipible restsurants amd
bars 10 continug 10 rsponsibly
operatz on the rosdway mme-
diately i front of or adjacem w
their esmblishment. 1T approved.
the EOD would establish an Chn-
door Dining Street Permit 1o al-
low businesses witha valid Retail
Food Esmblishment, Tavern, or
Comsunmgpion on Premes- Inc-
dental Actvity Ixuos hosme
expand operations. To mprove
acosmaiahny, the il
would alkay restsurants 10 also
aperale in curb lnes adjaeent o
the licenaed premises. Full stnes
clogunes waild contmue ter be al-
lewsied T groaps of three or mose
businesses. Permits would be
valid foom May 1 through Oct. 31
on am mnis] basis, and esaablsh-
mients woald be nequined 1o fol-
leww all rules amd me gilatons.

The proposed EOD program
will be adminigened by the de-
partments of Husiness Affars
and Consumes Frotection | BAC P
and Tranaportation [CDOT). Be-
fone May 24, they werns enforcing
the old mulkes, and writing tickes

e

The City's propased naw al frescs
dining rules may allow aigible ms-
taurants and bars o confinue a re-
spansibly operate an he raadway
mmediately in front af ar adjacent
o Far estabiishments,

andd 1sumg fines 10 dinng esiah-
lahments who violated the new -
ald - rules, The cy did not say
il they plannad 1w ovenum those
tckets and refund those fines.

Chnee the champes werne imple-
mented in March, the food ser-
vice indugry kobbied Ciy Hall w
alkow them more sutdoor dining
aptins that create customer sal-
sfaction and add o te charadter
of aneighbodhood.

“Outdoor dining has proven
critcal 1o restsisants in negh-
bodhaods across Chicago,” aid
Mayor Johmaon, By amtroducing
this osdinance, “we ane dending &
sigraal 1 koca ] restauranteurs that
they ane valved members of our
city's culiune and business come
mitmity and that my admimsira
toa 5 hene o suppon n any way
wez can.”

“The previods success of the
HM¥ Program has led ds 1o ne-
maging oitdoor dming spaces”
aid BACP Cmsr. Kenneth )
Meyer. “We must ewolve 1o meel
the neads of sl busmess, and
creating a kmg-term ouldoor din-
mg program 13 & soldion that
benef s businesses and consum-
&g "
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The Ideal Mini Mart, G300 M. Clark 31,

Said ha oaner & cammurify arienied
and wary convenisnt

apanad in 2020, An area resident
and e stam is clean, wall-stacked
Pholo by Soame Kikos

Liquor license would be ideal
for Rogers Park mini-mart owner

Request to sell beer,
wine on one dry’ block
of Clad 5t

BY BOB KITS0S

Al a vimual communily mest-
ing hosted by Ald. Maria Hadden
|49 ) on My 23, the awner of the
Icdea]l Mini Marn, 900 M. Clark
S (@ Farwelly requested that the
ligquos morakrium be lifed a0 dis
location so that he can apply for a
packaged poods liquor Dcense,

Chwner Adbano Cerriku, whe
opened the stone in 20020, hopes
lguasr sales {baer and wine only)
witll help make up for some of the
los ineome over the ks three
years, He explaned that nearby
businesses closed, making a0 dik
Paculune sustzn his busmess,

Cerriku saxd, “A la of cusiom-
ers have amked me sboul selling
beer and wme. | wam 1o be a
emne-alap shop” ldeal M Man
15 @ small, nighbodhood business
tha selb canned, relrigerated and
packaoed food, beverages, snacks
and other comvenience nems. To-
bacco products anme nod sold
leleal.

If the lcense i3 pranted, Cer

Ideal Mini Mart oaner Albana Cerri-
b s haping W expand his business
with packaged iquor sales and o~
far madedorarder sandwiches his

yaar Pholo by Jsamnme Kikos

riku said the hguor would be
located in the back of the swore
and waould nod be consumed an
the premizes. He also has plans
1 expand he busmess by huning
anher employe: and w0 offer
miale-o-order  samdwiches and,
eventually, an oudodr pati anea.

LICENSE seep 16

duiring the event.

Mobile City Hall coming
to Loyola Park June 6

The City Clerk’s Office will bring a varlety of city services to
Rogers Park with their Mobile City Hall 10 a.m. to 1 pum. Tues-
day, Jume &, at Loyola Park, 1230 'W. Greenleaf.

Residenits will be able to purchase their City Stickers, Resi-
dential Parking Permits, Dog Licenses, and get their CityKey 1D

Short-term daily street closures
for Ardmore, Winona, Ainslie

Between all the double-parked
delivery trucks, combruction -
ups, ne-paving, amd imstallation
of ke paths, pettmg sround
towm has become difficull. Now,
thamks 1o st clhaures by the
CTA, this week things are go-
img o ged tougher for Updown and
Edgewamer

O May 31 through June 3,
the CTAs comtrackr has deer

minzd that clsunes will need o
take place on Ardmone Ave, Wmn-
onaand Ainslie strees on the fol-
lemwimg dates: Andmone Ave, and
Winana St now tirough Thurs-
day, June 15 amd Amalie S onow
through Saturday, June 3.

Streets will be closed bemvesn
the CTA wacks and N, Winthrop
Ay,

Why this newspaper
may be killed off

Well i's boen nce knowing all
of you, our resders. The end 13
ncar.

This newapaper, and all of your

newes, oonlen dmd social media
cholces, ane now being preyed
L

We've all heard the 1alk about
Artificial Ineelligenes [Al) and

ooment rght now. And tha of
the Chicago Tribune, Sun-Times,
amd Mew York Times. Bven your
Facehook pape. eHay, Shopify.
Squansipace and your child's Tik-
Tedk Teed are all being abused by
Al I's mo konger a futre theear,
these things are happening right
KW,

meams nothing 1F Al 13 allowed 1o
sl from us.

That's nght, “steal.” They're
vauuming  up  conkenl  from
mwredE on your Block and around
the globe, kaming from i1, and
then repackaging i for their own
commmieTc il e,

You know what moy save this

thanks 1o our colleague
Justin Kerr ol the McKin-
ky Park News, we know
et ircrubke 15 ned anldy on
the horizoa, i1 18 almeady
UL LS.

Kerr published a story
ks week an iz newspa-
per explaimme, “Why 1'll
equil publshing the Moka-
mey Park Mews ™

Like memy local com-

Content producers across the globe
are suffering from unanthorized
access and use of their copyrighted
content for training of automation
systems and machine learning
algorithms. That content is being
integrated inte large language maod-
els, and other technologies, currently
Jalling under the rubric of “AL”

nEwspaper  youne  nead-
ing  right now? We're
sull prntfocused,  amd
our online news a3 anly
provided & a FDF fle
That's right, what's  old
15 mew apan. Paper amd
ink 1 the new ‘hod” And
Al i3 nod happy aboan i
Mat ome bit. And neither
ane Google, Apple, Face-
book, Maoroaall or Ams-

munily  oomtent  provid-
era, we provide free news cover
feporing, and ooamnunity
suppaorl. We've published ens of
thousands of boal news sones
e The decades on togics usually
covered nowhere ke, Neighbos-
bl mews with appeal that often
nzaches agramular level .

And now that informstion 13 be-
img wed 10 destmy our business
weedel, s AL a0 ds lerally an
exilential thneat 1o meda aomoss
the plobe. And s feeding on this

age,

We are all Inerally training Al
hoow 1o replace what we ourselves
ckr. Those Big Tech Al apphcs-
Hewns ang sucking up all this infos
mation 247 and karning, always
kEmming amd growing smarker on
o effona,

For s, we've been woaking
hard 1o buikl this newspaper mio
a “sufainable” local news busr
s an enlerprie thal can sup-
ot the livelihood of & neghbor-
hoasd jourmalist. But all of this

a. Bemg in print is now
Aubveraive, W't Qoing reeu.

Adithough there ane
atarups irying 1o sell sofiware
that atiempss 1o make coniem ool-
lection Troan PO essier for Al

This mnewspaper’s goal  has
nver baen 1o track, colkat amd
siell personal enline data from our
amline resdiers.

Coment producers across the
olobe ane suffering From onsu-

several
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Grab your seat, patios open,
City to loosen al fresco dining rule

On May 24, Mayor Hrandon
Johinsem imtroduced am ondinanos
1o esmablish a long-erm version
af Chicaps's Expanded Cndoor
Diming [BEOIY program. Chics
eo's BOD propram expared an the
end af 2022 afer providing sup-
parl i hundreds of mesisuranms
throughoan the pandemic

When the ordinamee exprned,
the city wenl back 1o enforcing
prz- OO L Do s amad megulstions,
eatablished in 2007, that sevenely
cul back on space that could be
allocated wward outdoos dining.

The esdinance introduced last
week woukl oreste a long-lerm
EQD program that incorporates
feedback  and  kesom learned
from whe pada three yesrs, that
Aaw @ massve societal shf, and
culural change, o cuskomers die-
mwanded mone oukdoor dining op-
s,

The proposed new rules may
allow  ehgible restaurani  and
bars 10 comlinue & respansibly
aperale on the rosdway imme-
dately in froml of or &lj@scent 1w
ther esablahment. If approved,
the EOD woukl establizh an Ot
door [Mamng Swee Permil 10 al
ko bsinesses with a valid Fetail
Food Establahmem, Tavern, o
Consumpion on Premuses-
dental Activity hquor loense 1o
expand operations. To improve
aocemsimliny, the new  permit
would allow mestsuranis 1o ako
operale in curb Bnes adjsoent 1w

Lnict-

Tha Cityks pmpasad new al fresoa dining rules may alaw alighle restau-
ranis and bars to canfinue i mepansbly oparate an the raadway immadi-
ataly in frant of or adjacent 1o their esablishments.

the hicensed premses. Full sineet
chauns woulkd continue o be al
kvwed Tor groups of three or mone
basineses. Permits would be
valil from May 1 through Ocr. 31
o am anmial basis, and establsh-
s woukl be requinad 1o Tol
kovw all rulkes and repulations.
The propesed BOD poogram
will b sdminstensd by the de-
partment of Business Allairs
amd Comsumer Protection | BACE)
amd Tramsponation [CDOT). Be-
fore May 24, they wene enforcing
the okl ruks, and woting tekets
amd dssiing fines o dining eaah-
Ishments who violsted the new -
okl - rubs, The city did nod say
if they planned 1o ovenurn thos:
tickets and refund those Tines,
O the changes wene mple-
mwenled in March, the food ser
vice industry lobbied City Hall 1o
allowy them mone auldoor dining

apioas that creste cusiomer sat-
iafaction and add o the charscer
of ansighborhood .

“Uhitdoar dining has  proven
crtical 1o restaurams an neigh

borhoods scmos Chicapoe” said

Mayor Johnsom. By introducing
this ordimanee,
adgmal 1o ocal restauranieurs that
they ane valued members of our
ciy's cultune and busines oo
mumiy amd hat my adminising
Lon & hene 1o suppost in amy way
wi can.”

“The previous success of the
EOD Program has led us 1o rel
magine auldoor dining spaces.”
said BACT Cmar. Kemeth )
Meyer, “We mual evolve o mea
the meads of small business, amd
cresling & kmgterm aildoer din-
Ing program 15 a sodoton that ban-
efis businesses and consumens.”

“wie ame sendmg &
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Why this newspaper
may be killed off

Well s bz nice knowing all
af you. our readers, The end 18

This nevwapaper, amd all of your
mews, oonienl and social meda
cholces, ane now being preyed
UL

We've all heard the talk about
Arihicial Ineelheence [AL] aned

ooment nght now, And than of
the Chicago Tribune, Sun-Times,
amd Mew York Times. Even your
Facebook pape, eHay, Shapify,
Squansipace and your child's Tik-
Tedk Teed are all being abused by
Al s o kmger a fulure theeat,
these things are happening right
TKFW.

mzams nothung 17 AL 15 allowed 1o
ateal from ua.

The's right, “steal”™ They're
vaciuming  up  conkeml  from
medi on your block and around
the glebe, kaming from i, and
then repackaging i1 for their own
ooanenC il e,

You know what moy save this

Thanks 1o our collesgua
Jusun Kerrof the McKin-
ky Park News, we know
that troubke 13 nad anly an
the homizoa, it is alneady
T THTEN

Kerr published a story
ks week in s mewapa-
per explainme, “Why 1'll
el pubrlahang the Moko-
mey Park Mews”

Like many local com-

Content producers across the globe
are suffering from unauthorized
access and use of their copyrighted
content for training of automation
systems and machine learning
algorithms. That content is being
integrated inte large lang wage mod-
els, and other technologies, currently
Jalling under the rubric of “AL”

newspaper you'n:  nead-
img mght now? We'ne
sull prantfocuszd,  and
aur anling news 13 anly
provided = a PDF fik.
That's right, what's old
13 new acain, Paper and
imk i the new ‘hod.” And
Al & neod happy aboat it
M oz bl Amd neither
arne Coagle, Apple, Face-
boak, Macrosofl or Am-
2. Bemg in prim is now

mundly  oontenl  provid-
ers, we provide free news cover
e, reporling, amd  Comumunity
supparl. We've published tens of
thousands of kbcal news stones
ewer The decades on topics usually
covered nowhene e ke, Neighbor
ool mews with appeal that aften
niaches agranular level.

Amnd now that informastion 15 be-
mg wed 1o destroy our business
medel, s AL an s lierally an
exilential threat o media aoross
the olobee, And av's fesding on this

We are all Inerally training Al
hoow 1o replace what we ourse lves
cr. Thase Big Tech Al applics-
o ane sucking up all tis infor-
mtion 247 and kearning, always
kEaming amd growing smarier on
ey effonta,

For us, we've been working
hard 1o buikl this newspaper mio
a “suRainable” local news busi-
mesi: am enlerprise thal can sup-
poat the livelihood of a neighbor-
hoawl journalsn. But all of thas

aubveraive, Wen: Dong g,

{Although there are several
aarups wying 0 sell software
that atempas 1o make conen ool-
kxcton Trom PN easer for Al

Thizs newspaper's goal has
never been 1o track, colleal and
sellpersonal onlme data from our
omhine nesders.

Coment producers across the
elbe ane suffering From unsu-

NEWSPAPER seep. &

Streeterville strives to evolve,
despite area’s quick changes

S0ARS 2023
Neighborhood Vision
unveiled

BY MATT MEDINA

The Swreservilk  Organizs-
Hon of Active Resilents S04 1)
hosted a wwn hall open meeting
al Northwiestern Universay Auodi-
torium, 303 E Superior Ave., for
the public 1o delve mio 15 new
20623 “Med ghborhood Vision.''

The plan tries o Eckk some
af the challenges and upeoming
improvenrents e of gnizaton
13 losking 1o make, anud the ar
e s exponenitial growih, amnl new
ward mapping that makes the ms-
Jority aof Streeterville now part of
the 2ned Woard.

The meeting wis met by rough-
ly 1K} ressdents, eaper o know
how the growing nzighboshoad
witll hamelle 3 masiwe intlux ofde-
vekpment, population, and crime
in the anes for yesn 1o coase,

SOAR  relemsed  their  new
Meighbarhood Vision, &8 3 e of
poals and vision for the Sirest
erville nejghborhood, based an
some  everchanging  dynamics.
The la= v they relesmed aplan
wad i 20M5, before a pandemic,
sovernmen-mpoasd
riding, looting orime wave, and
expomenhial population growth
(SO0AR ha been around smoe

lockdown,

1975, working with government
afficials o help shape ther imer-
els an the neighborhood )

Ald. Brian Hopkins [2nd] and
SOAR both comtribuizd 1o the
Meighborhood  Vision for 2023,
which can be lound online =
|www . soarchicago.org-vision-
plan. The plam inclkles specifcs
on aludies, surveys, and fuure
potemial projects they have in
AkME.

Makmg ho amroducism and
firsl mprssiom on some of s
new 2nd Ward conatituenta, Akl
Hoghling was hot of T of being
named w0 the new Public Safey
Commiltéz, by Mawr Brandon
Johnaom, dunng the frar Cioy
council meetmg earher that day.

Lnder the new map, Hopking
niw has jursdicton over e
maprity of & Stresterville negh-
boshood he & very Familiar with,
Haopkiina, wha lives inthe sreaand
wiri a former member of 30A R in
the vears before becomung akles-
mam, gave credil for b success
fram his e working for SOAR,
stating I gl my sam hene”

Foallowing the highly comtro-
versial renapping s year, Hop-
king was slamant on his pledge
than ward remapping should be
dome by an independen comm k-
i, ned decisions mxle by om-
cumbents and mayors, alluding 1o
his Trustratems and disapproval

of former Mayor Lor Lightloa's
hamdling of the reveppang.

Swesterville has faced a popu-
non boom in the pesl decade,
up 45%, companxd 1o the City
a whale &1 two-percent. Pushing
Stneziervalle’s oplinnsm ancd axdd-
e prsmsure over the influx of new
nzilents in the area, The building
cominues even loday with high
1nler &5l rales,

The area’s main aaels are the
Mag Mile, landmak buikhngs,
amd exposure 10 N Lake Shose
D amd Lake Machigan,

However, thase anradtions have
alag welooaed Crime, congesion,
high denziy dewelopments, and
meed for cosmelic nrpEwsmen
in onder 1o keep Streeerville
krorking good and running &t lop
apeed.

Like all of Chicago, erime & a
major concem among Streeter-
ville resklents, wih major alten-
i bing beought 10 rises in car-
fckings, retal thef, and ovesall
vicknce, Formerly conaxdensd a
prreny safe area, Stoeeter ville now
hawis a plethora of all of these ur-
bam plagues.

Akl Hopkins masde sunz & pro-
claim his support for the palice
in the ans, podnting & reinforc-
mg police prsence on the mam
sreets dowmown. He sas he &

STREETERVILLE see p. 16
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The City's proposed new al irsco dning rules may alow aigiole restag-
rants and bars to continue W responsbly operate an he roadway mmed-
ataly in fromt o or adacent B har estabishmanis.

Grab your seat, patios open,
City to loosen al fresco dining rule

O May M, Mayor Bramdon
Johnson miraduced an ordinance
& edAsbleh a kngerm vwersion
af Chicapge's Expanded Curdoor
Dining | BOD) program. Chics-
20's BEOD program expined a1 the
end of 2022 after providing sup-
port e hundreds of st
throughout the pandemie.

When the ondinamoe expaned,
the ey wenl back 1o enfoscing
pre-CON T les and regulations,
egablished in 2007, that sevensly
ol back on space that could be
allpcaned toward outdoor dining.

The osdimance antroduced last
week woukl creste 3 bag-erm
B} program thal moorposakes

A

feedback and  k=msom  karned
from whe past thre: years, that
W & massive societal shifl, and
cuhural change, a3 cuskumens de-
mwanded mone oudoor dining op-
TEMIE.

The propoied new rules may
allow ehgible mesaurans  and
bars 1o comlimue 1o respomsibly
operale on the roadway inume-
duizly in front of or &d@oent o
ther esablahment. IF approved,
the EOD would establih an Out-
docr DMnmg Street Permit 1o al
ko busmesaes with a vahd Re-
tanl Food Establishment, Taven,

AL FRESCO seep 16

Presidem Kimbarly Bares, assadciation baoard meambers, and Ald. Brian
Hophine [2rd] cut $e ribban for tha Mag Mils Kok,

New security kiosk on Mag Mile

Hoping 1w relieve  fozlings
af ansiely over frowing crime
dowmown, on May 25 the Mag-
mificent Mile Assoc. Preident
Kimberly Bares, association
boarnd members. and Akl Brism
Hopkim [2nd) hosted the grand
apening of the Mag Mile Kimk @
the comer of Michigan and Chi-
RO AV TS

Mag Mik Ambassadoss will
wem the kiosk from 9 am. o
I pom. everyday, Thos wekom-
mg center will help s oar-
sl with dinzctons,
i & decuriy measure along the
Mag Mik., Ambasaloss are am
unarmed securily force thal are
trained an de-escalaim Enes,

and serve

and anz able 1o aEi8 people expe-
rncing mental health crises,

In Februany the cay uncer
ook the Comidor Ambassador
program, which awarded up 10
F235.000 prr commencial cor
rilor & hire Ambassadors. Coar
Tracts with selecwd orgamizations
wene signed by May 1 allowang
for ambassador recruiling  amd
Irainmg prior ke ambassadon be-
img stive on the corridor by June
1. The expecied contradt end dame
14 December 31, Other than the
Lo amed Michigam Ave., on the
Mosth Side, Ambasadors can be
Fune an Hogers Park, Ok Town
and Liptown.



